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D ear Lucas, this report reads the moment you were born, 14 March

1988 at 22:40 in Groningen, the way Chinese astrologers have for

more than a thousand years: as four pillars of two characters each, one

pillar for the year, the month, the day and the hour. You arrived in a Yang

Earth Dragon year, in the Rabbit month of mid-spring.

At the centre of the chart stands your Day Master, the character that

represents you: 戊 Wù, Yang Earth, whose image is the great mountain.

The pages that follow describe what that image suggests about your

nature, how the five elements are balanced around it, and which themes

the coming years may bring to the surface. Treat it as a mirror for

reflection rather than a verdict: keep what rings true and let the rest go.

At a Glance

Inside This Report
HOW  B A Z I  WORK S

The system in brief, and your eight characters

one by one

YOU R  DAY  MAS T E R

Who you are at the centre of the chart, over two

pages

YOU R  Y E A R  AN I M A L

The face you show the world, and the animals of

your other pillars

T H E  F I V E  E L EM E N T S

Your balance, your strength and the elements

worth inviting in

T H E  T E N  GOD S

How each character in your chart relates to you
S E A S ON  AN D  Y E A R S

The climate you were born into, and the themes

of the coming years

F O U R  P I L L A R S  ·  L U C A S  B A K K E R ✦ T H E  S H A P E  O F  Y O U R  C H A R T

W E L C O M E

The Shape of Your ChartI

DAY  MA S T E R

戊 Yang Earth
The great mountain

Y E A R  A N I M A L

辰 Dragon
Yang Earth Dragon

S E A S O N  O F  B I R T H

卯 Rabbit month
Mid-spring

MO S T  P R E S E N T  E L E M E N T

Wood
Quietest: fire

DAY  MA S T E R  S T R E N G T H

Weak
28% of the chart supports you

FAVO U R A B L E  E L E M E N T S

Fire & Earth
Elements worth inviting in
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BaZi (八字, "eight characters"), also called the Four Pillars of Destiny, is a Chinese system for

describing a moment in time. The year, month, day and hour of your birth are each written as a

pair of characters from an ancient calendar: a heavenly stem above and an earthly branch below.

Four pillars of two characters make eight, and the eight together are your chart.

There are ten stems and twelve branches. Each stem is one of the five elements (Wood, Fire, Earth,

Metal, Water) in its yang (outgoing) or yin (inward) form. Each branch is one of the twelve familiar

animals, and also carries an element, plus "hidden stems" inside it. Stems and branches pair up

in a 60-step cycle that has counted years, months, days and hours in China for well over two

thousand years.

The calendar is solar, not the lunar calendar of Chinese New Year. A BaZi year begins at Lìchū n,

the Start of Spring, when the Sun reaches a fixed point around 4 February, and each month begins

at one of twelve solar terms. That is why someone born in late January belongs to the previous

year's animal.

The heart of the reading is your Day Master, the stem of your day pillar. It stands for you. Every

other character is read through its relationship to it: does it feed you, mirror you, express you, or

test you? Those relationships are the Ten Gods, and the balance of the five elements around your

Day Master describes your temperament.

What Each Pillar Stands For

Year Roots, family background and the face you show the wider world

Month Your formative years, working life and the climate you grew up in

Day You yourself (the Day Master) and, in the branch, your closest partnerships

Hour Your inner hopes, private self and what you grow toward later in life

An Honest Word

BaZi is a traditional symbolic language, not a science, and there is no evidence that birth data

determines character or events. Its value lies in the questions it raises. Read it the way you might

read a thoughtful letter from someone who knows a little about you: keep what helps you see

yourself more clearly, and set aside what does not fit.

F O U R  P I L L A R S  ·  L U C A S  B A K K E R ✦ H OW  B A Z I  WO R K S

T H E  S Y S T E M

How BaZi WorksII
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H O U R D AY M O N T H Y E A R

HEAV EN LY
ST EM

癸
Guǐ

Yin Water

戊
Wù

Yang Earth

乙
Yǐ

Yin Wood

戊
Wù

Yang Earth

T EN  GOD
正财

Direct Wealth

Day Master
you

正官

Direct Officer

比肩

Friend

E A R TH LY

B RANCH

亥
Hài

Pig · Water

辰
Chén

Dragon · Earth

卯
Mǎo

Rabbit · Wood

辰
Chén

Dragon · Earth

H I DD EN
ST EMS

壬 Water

甲 Wood

戊 Earth

乙 Wood

癸 Water

乙 Wood

戊 Earth

乙 Wood

癸 Water

How Your Pillars Were Set

Y E A R  ·  戊辰

Your solar year 1988 began at Lìchū n on 4

February 1988, 15:43 local time: Yang Earth

Dragon.

MON TH  ·  乙卯

Your month began with Jīngzhé (Awakening of

Insects), the Sun at 345°, on 5 March 1988,

09:47.

DAY  ·  戊辰

Counted in the 60-day cycle for your date.

HOU R  ·  癸亥

Pig hour, from local standard time 22:40.

Colours follow the five elements: Wood, Fire, Earth, Metal, Water. Hidden stems are listed with the main one

first. The Ten God row shows how each visible stem relates to your Day Master; the next chapters explain all

of it.

F O U R  P I L L A R S  ·  L U C A S  B A K K E R ✦ Y O U R  E I G H T  C H A R A C T E R S

Y O U R  C H A R T

Your Eight CharactersIII
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W

戊
WÙ

戊  W Ù  ·  Y A N G  E A R T H  ·  Y O U R  D A Y  M A S T E R

The Mountain That Stands
Quiet and Sure
The great mountain
S TA B L E · R E L I A B L E · P R OT E C T I V E · T R U S TWO R T H Y · G ROUND E D

ù Earth is the mountain: vast, weathered, unmoving, its slopes holding forests, streams

and the paths of countless travellers. Mountains do not chase anything; others come to

them. Seen through this symbolic lens, your core character may be one of quiet

immensity. You tend to carry a steadiness that people sense without being told, a feeling that you

are not easily knocked off your footing. Where other Day Masters move like wind or water, you

hold your ground and let the seasons pass across you. This is not passivity. A mountain shapes the

weather around it, shelters valleys and gathers rain, all simply by being what it is.

In daily life, this often shows up as calm in the middle of commotion. You may be the person

others look to when a plan unravels, not because you raise your voice but because you do not. You

might keep the same close friends, routines and favourite places for many years, and you tend to

prefer depth and continuity to novelty. Decisions may take you a while; you like to consider things

from every side before committing, and once you have committed, you rarely waver. You may keep

your feelings to yourself, so that people are sometimes surprised to discover how much you care, or

how long you have been quietly thinking about something.

Others tend to value your reliability above almost everything else. Your word often carries weight

because people have watched you keep it. You may have a natural protectiveness, a sense that those

in your care should be sheltered from harm, and you are often the one who quietly makes sure the

essentials are handled. People may confide in you because you tend to keep confidences and do not

gossip. There is a patience in Wù Earth that allows you to hold space for the storms of others

without being swept away, and a broad perspective that sees how things settle over time. Your

presence can feel like solid ground beneath someone's feet.

The shadow of the mountain is immovability. You may sometimes resist change long after it has

become necessary, or dig in when a little give would ease a situation. Because you are private, people

can find you hard to read, and they may mistake your silence for indifference or disapproval. You

might also carry burdens alone, assuming that a mountain should not need anything. What tends

to help you flourish is gentle movement: new experiences in small doses, trusted people with whom

you can let your inner landscape show, and the reminder that even mountains are alive with

streams and growth. Opening a path into your inner world can let others meet the warmth that has

been there all along.

F O U R  P I L L A R S  ·  L U C A S  B A K K E R ✦ Y O U R  D AY  M A S T E R

戊
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木

Wood
Power & Structure

火

Fire
Resource

土

Earth
You

金

Metal
Output

水

Water
Effort & Results

In Relationships

In relationships, you tend to be steady, loyal and quietly devoted. You may not fall quickly, but once

you commit, people can rely on you through every season. You often show love through presence and

practical care: being there, keeping promises, holding the household or friendship steady when life gets

turbulent. Because you tend to keep your feelings close, those you love may sometimes wonder what

you are thinking, and you might need to make a conscious effort to say aloud what you feel. You tend to

flourish with people who are patient enough to learn your quiet language, and who gently invite you to

share the inner life you carry so carefully.

At Work

At work, you tend to bring stability, patience and a deep sense of responsibility. You may thrive in roles

where trust, consistency and long-term thinking matter: overseeing systems, building foundations,

mediating between groups, or caring for something that needs to last. You often prefer clear structures

and steady pacing to constant upheaval, and you tend to do your best work when you have time to

think things through. Colleagues may rely on you as the calm centre during busy periods. Rapid,

chaotic environments can feel unsettling, yet you are often the very person who helps them settle. You

tend to shine wherever dependability is genuinely valued and given room to grow.

Your Growth Edge

A reflective practice for Wù Earth is to let a little movement into the mountain. Once a week, you might

choose something small and new: a different route home, an unfamiliar dish, a conversation you would

usually postpone. Notice the resistance that arises, and notice too what opens up afterwards. Alongside

this, practise sharing one honest feeling with someone you trust, even briefly, so that your inner

landscape is not entirely hidden. You may find that being known feels less exposing than you feared, and

that your steadiness only deepens when it includes your heart as well as your strength. A question to sit

with: what might shift if you let yourself be moved?

F O U R  P I L L A R S  ·  L U C A S  B A K K E R ✦ Y O U R  D AY  M A S T E R

Y O U R  D A Y  M A S T E R ,  C O N T I N U E D

Wù Earth in Your LifeIV

Fire · Resource

Feeds and supports you

Earth · Your own element

The same element as you

Metal · Output

What you pour your energy into

Water · Effort & Results

What you shape and work with

Wood · Power & Structure

What shapes and tests you
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T

辰
C H É N

V  ·  T H E  Y E A R  O F  T H E  D R A G O N  ·  戊 辰  Y A N G  E A R T H  D R A G O N

The Thunder Behind the
Spring Rain
The Dragon
V I S I O N A RY · CHA R I SMAT I C · AMB I T I O U S · G E N E R O U S

he Dragon is the only mythical creature in the cycle, and it often carries a sense of being

slightly larger than life. As your year animal it may lend you a first impression of presence

and possibility: people sense big ideas, strong will and an energy that seems to fill the space

around you. You might be read as a natural leader even when you did not volunteer for the role.

There is frequently a warmth and generosity in the Dragon too, a wish to lift others into the vision

it can see.

Everyday expressions of the Dragon include the ambitious plan, the belief that a thing can be done,

and the knack of inspiring others to try. Within a family you may have been the source of high

hopes or the one who broke new ground. Socially you tend to be lively and expressive, and people

often gather around your enthusiasm. You may hold yourself to high standards, and when you

commit to something you usually bring the whole of yourself to it.

Humility of scale is the Dragon's growth edge: learning that small, ordinary moments matter as

much as grand gestures, and that asking for help is no loss of stature. Pride can make it hard to

admit uncertainty, yet admitting it often brings people closer. Traditionally the Dragon shares a

water trine with the Rat and the Monkey, animals that bring cleverness and adaptability to its large

visions, and it pairs in harmony with the Rooster, whose precision helps turn inspiration into

detail. You might treat these partners as reminders to balance grand vision with practical craft.

The Animals of Your Other Pillars

Popular astrology stops at the year animal, but every pillar has one. The month animal colours your working life,

the day animal your closest bonds, and the hour animal your private self.

F O U R  P I L L A R S  ·  L U C A S  B A K K E R ✦ Y O U R  Y E A R  A N I M A L

亥 Pig
H O U R  P I L L A R

The Pig brings warmth and

generosity, a sincere enjoyment of

simple pleasures and an open-

hearted acceptance that helps others

relax and feel welcome.

辰 Dragon
DAY  P I L L A R

The Dragon brings vision and

charisma, a sense of the larger

picture and the confidence to

inspire others toward something

more ambitious than the everyday.

卯 Rabbit
MON T H  P I L L A R

The Rabbit brings tact and quiet

refinement, a sensitivity to

atmosphere and a gift for easing

tension so that people feel

comfortable and at home.
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木 WOOD 3.9 Power & Structure

火 F I R E 0.0 Resource

土 EARTH 3.2 Your own element

金 METAL 0.0 Output

水 WATER 1.9 Effort & Results

木

Wood
3.9

火

Fire
0.0

土

Earth · you
3.2

金

Metal
0.0

水

Water
1.9

Weights count each heavenly stem as 1 and each branch as 1 shared among its hidden stems, with the month

branch counted twice because the season of birth weighs most. In the diagram, gold arrows show which

element feeds which, dashed arrows which one restrains which.

Wood Leads Your Chart
When Wood is the most present element in your chart, the picture is one of growth. Wood is the energy of

spring, of shoots pressing upward and branches reaching for light, and people with a lot of it often feel a

steady pull toward progress. You may notice that you think in terms of plans, next steps and what could be

improved. Kindness, idealism and a sense of fairness tend to come naturally, along with a quiet stubbornness

once you have chosen a direction.

The gift of abundant Wood is vision and the patience to keep growing toward it. You may be the person who

starts things, encourages others and believes change is possible. When it tips into excess, Wood can become

restless or rigid: pushing too hard, taking on too much, or bristling when growth feels blocked. A useful

question to sit with is where you might bend like bamboo rather than strain like an oak in the wind, letting

some things grow in their own time.

Fire Sits Quietly in Your Chart
When Fire is the least present element in your chart, or missing altogether, the themes of visibility, expression

and spontaneous warmth may feel less automatic for you. You might prefer to observe before stepping

forward, or find that excitement builds slowly rather than flaring up at once. This is not a lack of warmth. It

often shows up as a quieter, more private glow, one that people discover over time rather than see from across

the room.

People often seek Fire outside themselves: in lively friends, in performers and storytellers, in sunny places or

in gatherings that lift their mood. You may notice how much you light up around people who laugh easily. If

you would like to invite more Fire in, you could experiment with small acts of expression, such as sharing an

idea before it feels finished, spending time in sunlight, wearing a warmer colour, or making space for play and

celebration without needing a reason.

Absent from your chart: Fire, Metal.

F O U R  P I L L A R S  ·  L U C A S  B A K K E R ✦ Y O U R  E L E M E N T  B A L A N C E

T H E  F I V E  E L E M E N T S

Your Element BalanceVI

Most Present · Wood木

Missing · Fire火
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In BaZi, "strength" asks how much of the chart supports your Day Master (Earth itself and Fire,

which feeds it) compared with how much draws on it. It is a measure of balance, not of character.

WEAK B A L A N C E D S T R ONG

Support 2.2 Drain 5.8 Share supporting you 28%

A Receptive Day Master

In BaZi, the word weak is a technical term, not a judgement of character. It describes how much of

your chart supports your own element compared with how much draws it away. A weaker Day

Master simply means more of the chart flows outward, into expression, effort and responsibility,

than flows back to nourish the self. Symbolically, you tend to be receptive and responsive, attuned

to people and surroundings, and often more aware than most of what others need.

Traditionally, this pattern grows by accepting support rather than proving it can manage alone.

You may often feel at your best when learning, when working alongside trusted allies, or when you

are in an environment that genuinely suits you. Choosing your settings and company with care

is not dependence but wisdom. A reflective question is where you could let yourself be helped

a little more, and which people, places and practices tend to leave you feeling replenished rather

than drained.

Your Favourable Elements
A receptive Day Master is balanced by elements that support it: the element that feeds it and its own element.

火 Fire R E SOURC E

Inviting More Fire

If Fire is a favourable element for you, you might

explore what it means to bring a little more warmth

and light into everyday life. Traditionally Fire is

linked with red, orange and purple, with the south,

and with summer. Symbolic ways to practise it

include time in sunlight, candlelit evenings,

dancing, performing, hosting friends and sharing

your ideas out loud. As a quality, Fire asks for

openness, joy and generous expression. Treat these

as reflective experiments rather than remedies, and

notice which ones leave you feeling more awake

and connected.

土 Earth YOUR  OWN  E L EMENT

Inviting More Earth

If Earth is a favourable element for you, you might

explore what it means to bring a little more

grounding into everyday life. Traditionally Earth is

linked with yellow, ochre and warm browns, with

the centre, and with the late days of each season

when one turns into the next. Symbolic ways to

practise it include gardening, cooking nourishing

meals, pottery, steady routines and time at home

with people you trust. As a quality, Earth asks for

patience, reliability and care. Treat these as

reflective experiments rather than remedies, and

notice what helps you feel settled.

F O U R  P I L L A R S  ·  L U C A S  B A K K E R ✦ S T R E N G T H  A N D  B A L A N C E

S T R E N G T H  &  B A L A N C E

How Strong Is Your Day
Master?

VII
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Each character in your chart relates to your Day Master in one of ten ways, named the Ten Gods

(十神). They are not deities: the name is traditional shorthand for roles such as peer, expression,

effort, structure and support. Here is how your characters line up.

P I L L A R S T EM I T S  R O L E B R A N CH H I D D E N  S T EM S  AN D  T H E I R  R O L E S

Hour 癸 Yin

Water

正财 Direct Wealth 亥 Pig 壬 Indirect Wealth · 甲 Seven Killings

Day 戊 Yang

Earth

Day Master 辰
Dragon

戊 Friend · 乙 Direct Officer · 癸 Direct

Wealth

Month 乙 Yin

Wood

正官 Direct Officer 卯 Rabbit 乙 Direct Officer

Year 戊 Yang

Earth

比肩 Friend 辰
Dragon

戊 Friend · 乙 Direct Officer · 癸 Direct

Wealth

ST EWARDSH I P  ·  D I L I G ENC E  ·  R E L I A B I L I T Y

The Steward, traditionally called Direct Wealth, is the element you control in the opposite polarity.

It stands for steady effort, careful management and the tangible results you build and maintain

over time. It may show up as reliability, practicality and a strong sense of what is yours to look

after, from your home to your commitments. Its gift is dependable stewardship; its shadow can be

caution that turns into rigidity, or measuring worth only by what can be counted.

OPPORTUN I T Y  ·  GEN E ROS I T Y  ·  R EACH

The Venturer, traditionally called Indirect Wealth, is the element you control in the same polarity.

It stands for opportunities, wide networks and the resources that come through broad dealings

rather than routine. It may show up as an entrepreneurial streak, a talent for spotting openings,

and a generous, sociable style. Its gift is reach and the ability to make things happen; its shadow can

be overextension, scattered effort or chasing the next opening before tending the last one.

COURAGE  ·  AMB I T I ON  ·  P R E S SUR E

The Challenger, traditionally called Seven Killings, is the element that controls you in the same

polarity. It stands for pressure, challenge and the courage that rises to meet them. It may show up

as ambition, a competitive edge, decisiveness in a crisis or a pull toward demanding roles. Its gift is

bravery and the strength that comes from being tested; its shadow can be intensity, impatience or a

sense of always being under pressure.

F O U R  P I L L A R S  ·  L U C A S  B A K K E R ✦ T H E  T E N  G O D S

T H E  T E N  G O D S

The Ten Gods in Your ChartVIII

The Steward Zhèng Cái · Direct Wealth正财

The Venturer Piān Cái · Indirect Wealth偏财

The Challenger Qī Shā · Seven Killings七杀
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T H E  T E N  G O D S  ·  C O N T I N U E D

P E E R S  ·  I N D E P END ENC E  ·  SO L I DA R I T Y

The Friend shares your element and your polarity, so it mirrors you closely. It stands for peers,

siblings, colleagues and equals, and for the quiet confidence of standing on your own feet. Where it

appears, it often points to self-reliance, loyalty among equals and a strong sense of identity. Its gift

is solidarity and staying true to yourself; its shadow can be stubbornness, reluctance to ask for help,

or seeing others mainly as versions of yourself.

ST RUCTUR E  ·  I N T EG R I T Y  ·  R ECOGN I T I ON

The Guardian, traditionally called the Direct Officer, is the element that controls you in the

opposite polarity. It stands for structure, responsibility and the fair rules that hold communities

together. It may show up as integrity, good judgement, respect for commitments and a natural fit

with roles that earn recognition and trust. Its gift is reliability and principle; its shadow can be

overconcern with approval, rigidity or holding back for fear of stepping out of line.

Not present among your main characters: The Rival (Rob Wealth), The Artist (Eating God), The Maverick

(Hurting Officer), The Mystic (Indirect Resource), The Nurturer (Direct Resource). An absent role is simply a

theme your chart does not emphasise.

F O U R  P I L L A R S  ·  L U C A S  B A K K E R ✦ T H E  T E N  G O D S

The Friend Bǐ Jiān · Friend比肩

The Guardian Zhèng Guān · Direct Officer正官
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T

寅
Tiger 卯

Rabbit

辰
Dragon

巳
Snake

午
Horse

未
Goat申

Monkey

酉
Rooster

戌
Dog

亥
Pig

子
Rat

丑
Ox

SPR ING

SUMMER

AUTUMN

WINTER

YOU R  MON TH

卯 Mǎo, the Rabbit month: mid-spring,

a wood month.

I T  B E GAN

5 March 1988, 09:47, with 惊蛰 Jīngzhé,

Awakening of Insects.

I T  E N D E D

4 April 1988, 15:39, with Qīngmíng,

Clear and Bright.

The month pillar is the strongest single

influence on a chart's element balance, which

is why the season of birth gets a chapter of

its own.

he Rabbit month of the traditional calendar begins around the sixth of March, near the

solar term known as the Awakening of Insects. In the northern landscapes where the

calendar was developed, this is spring in its fullness: blossom on the branches, birdsong

returning, the ground softening underfoot. Wood is at its peak here, no longer a tentative shoot

but a flexible, flourishing growth that bends toward the light.

A birth in this season may point to an inner climate that is responsive, graceful and quietly

abundant. You may be sensitive to atmosphere and beauty, needing surroundings that feel alive and

gentle in order to flourish. Like a young branch, you may bend rather than break, adapting

to others while still growing steadily in your own direction. Your rhythm may favour gradual

unfolding over sudden leaps, and you often blossom best when given a little shelter and plenty

of encouragement.

F O U R  P I L L A R S  ·  L U C A S  B A K K E R ✦ S E A S O N  O F  B I R T H

S E A S O N  O F  B I R T H

When the Blossoms Open in
Full Spring

IX

12



Each year has its own pillar too. Reading it against your Day Master shows which themes the year

tends to stir up for you. These are invitations to notice, not forecasts.

Your Earth in Fire Years · 2026 & 2027

Warmth Rising Through the Ground

Fire makes Earth, so a Fire year feels like sunlight soaking into the soil. This is a resource year, and

the theme tends toward support, learning and being replenished. You may find warmth in

mentors, family, teachers or communities who back you without asking much in return. Studies

and inner work can feel more inviting than usual. For someone who often holds steady for

everyone else, this can be a rare season of being held yourself.

Ask what you have been missing while you carried others. You could practise accepting help

without immediately repaying it, setting aside time to learn something that delights you, or simply

resting in the sun. Notice whether warmth makes you expansive or whether too much of it leaves

you heavy and inert. Being supported is an invitation to grow, not to stall. Let the heat ripen

something in you that has been waiting patiently underground.

Horse & Goat Meet Your Dragon

A Year Without a Special Tie

When the year's animal has no special tie to your own, tradition sees neither a strong alliance nor a

strong opposition. The year's energy simply runs alongside yours, which can leave you free to set

your own pace and priorities. Without a pronounced push or pull, your own choices may feel more

clearly yours. You might use it as a steady, open stretch for whatever you already care about most.

F O U R  P I L L A R S  ·  L U C A S  B A K K E R ✦ Y O U R  C O M I N G  Y E A R S

T H E  Y E A R  A H E A D

Your Coming YearsX

丙午 2026
Yang Fire Horse

RUNS 3 February 2026 to 3 February
2027

FO R  YOU Fire meets Earth: a resource
year

T EN  GOD 偏印 The Mystic (Indirect

Resource)

I T S  AN IMA L The Horse: no special tie to
your Dragon

丁未 2027
Yin Fire Goat

RUNS 4 February 2027 to 3 February
2028

FO R  YOU Fire meets Earth: a resource
year

T EN  GOD 正印 The Nurturer (Direct

Resource)

I T S  AN IMA L The Goat: no special tie to your
Dragon
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T aken together, your chart describes the great mountain at its centre,

a receptive Day Master that grows through support, learning and

good company. Wood is the most present element around you and Fire the

quietest; for a receptive Day Master like yours, Fire and Earth are the

elements worth inviting in. Your year animal, the Dragon, colours the face

you show the world, while the season of your birth sets the inner climate.

None of this fixes who you are or what happens next. BaZi is best used as a

vocabulary: a way to notice patterns, name your strengths and be kinder

about your growing edges. A question to close with: where in your life

right now are you most like the great mountain, and where would a little

more Fire help?

Your Chart in Brief
P I L L A R S

戊辰 乙卯 戊辰 癸亥 (year to hour)
DAY  MAS T E R

戊 Wù, Yang Earth: the great mountain

Y E A R  AN I M A L

Dragon, Yang Earth Dragon
S E A S ON

Rabbit month, mid-spring

B A L A N C E

Most wood, least fire; weak Day Master
FAVO U R A B L E

Fire and Earth

Questions to Carry With You

1. What might shift if you let yourself be moved?

2. What does your abundance of wood give you, and where does it tip into too

much?

3. Which people, places or habits already bring a little fire into your week?

F O U R  P I L L A R S  ·  L U C A S  B A K K E R ✦ Y O U R  C H A R T  I N  O N E  B R E AT H

B R I N G I N G  I T  T O G E T H E R

Your Chart in One BreathXI
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The calculation

Your birth time and place are converted to Universal Time with the historical time-zone rules for

Groningen (Europe/Amsterdam). The Sun's apparent position is computed with an astronomical

ephemeris, and the exact moments of the solar terms are found from it: the year begins at Lìchū n

(the Sun at 315°) and each month at one of the twelve "jié" terms, every 30° after that. Your birth

moment is compared with those moments directly, so a birth on the day of a solar term is placed by

the minute.

The year stem and branch follow the 60-year cycle from the solar year; the month stem follows

from the year stem (the "five tigers" rule). The day pillar is counted in the unbroken 60-day cycle,

which changes at 23:00 local time, the start of the Rat hour. The hour pillar uses two-hour blocks,

its stem following from the day stem (the "five rats" rule). Day and hour use local standard time:

any summer-time hour is removed first. True solar time (a correction for your longitude within the

time zone) is not applied, in line with common modern practice.

Element weights count each stem as 1 and each branch as 1 divided over its hidden stems (main 0.6,

middle 0.3, residual 0.1; or 0.7 and 0.3; or 1), with the month branch counted double. Day Master

strength is the share of those weights, leaving out the Day Master itself, that belongs to its own

element and the element that feeds it: below 36% reads as weak, 50% or more as strong, anything

between as balanced. Favourable elements follow from that: outlets for a strong Day Master,

support for a weak one, the least present elements for a balanced one. Schools differ on all of these

refinements; this is one clear, consistent method.

Luck Pillars, the ten-year cycles of classical BaZi, are left out: their direction traditionally depends

on the person's sex, which we do not ask for. The annual pillars are read instead.

Your data
14 March 1988, 22:40 local clock time · Groningen, 53.22°N, 6.57°E · 1988-03-14 21:40 UTC

H O U R of B I R T H

BaZi is offered here as a tool for self-reflection and entertainment. It does not predict events,

and it is not a substitute for professional advice of any kind, whether medical, psychological,

financial or legal. Hour of Birth.

F O U R  P I L L A R S  ·  L U C A S  B A K K E R ✦ H OW  F O U R  P I L L A R S  WO R K S

A B O U T  T H I S  R E P O R T

How Four Pillars Works
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